
League Tables and Awards
A member of the prestigious Russell Group, the 
University of York regularly appears high on 
University rankings including 11th in The Times and 
Sunday Times University League Table 2014, 14th 
overall in the Complete University Guide 2015, 16th in 
the Guardian University Guide 2015 and 14th overall 
in the 2014 Research Excellence Framework (REF).

A large number of international students choose to 
come to York, and we have welcomed students from 
around the world onto the MSc in Green Chemistry. 
In 2014, the University of York won the International 
Student Choice category at the What 
Uni student choice awards  
(www.york.ac.uk/news-and-events/
news/2014/student-choice-awards/).

MSc Green Chemistry &  
Sustainable Industrial Technology

Department of Chemistry

New Building and Facilities
The Green Chemistry Centre of Excellence has 
recently located to a brand new building as part 
of a large scale development in the Department 
of Chemistry. The new building houses larger 
state-of-the-art laboratories, 20 fume hoods, an 
instrumentation room, reactor room and bespoke 
industrial engagement facility.



What will I study? How will I be taught and assessed?

Principles of Green Chemistry (20 credits):
Introduction to Green Chemistry
Control of Environmental Impact
Alternative Reaction Media
Catalysis for Green Chemistry

Application of Green Chemistry (20 credits):
Clean Synthesis
Renewable Resources
Energy Efficiency & Emerging Technologies
Chemical Engineering & Clean Technology

Commercialisation of Green Chemistry (20 credits):
Greener Products
Intellectual Property & Impact of Environmental Legislation
Commercialisation: Business Plan Development

Transferable Skills (20 credits):
Advanced IT Skills; CV & Interview Techniques
Literature Seminars
Green Chemistry Presentation
Public Awareness / Outreach

Research Project (100 credits)

Research Project
Contributing to over half of the course, the research project 
is an important component.  Projects are chosen in the early 
stages of the course and you will be allocated to a PAG - 
Project Area Group - that corresponds with larger research 
projects that are currently taking place within the Green 
Chemistry Centre. Projects will be supervised by an academic 
member of staff, and may also involve collaboration with 
industry. 

Careers
The University has an active Careers Service committed to helping students develop their employability. They 
provide a range of advice and opportunities to enhance your skills and help you towards your chosen career.  

The wide variety of skills developed throughout the MSc in Green Chemistry have enabled our graduates 
to go on to careers in a range of areas including research, process development, environmental services, 
manufacturing, law, consultancy, government and education.  

Student Profile: Jiahan Yin
Before joining this course, I completed a BSc degree in Medicinal Chemistry. 
During the course in York, the most attractive part for me is topic discussion and 
presentation as a small team. It is a very good chance to understand how to work as 
a team member in an international team. Meanwhile, because of my background, 
I am not very familiar with industry. This course also helped me to establish an 
understanding of the chemical industry and how to make it green. Now I am working 
for Eli Lilly and Company, a pharmaceutical company, for Insulin Filling Project with 
an international team. The purpose of this project is to build up a new insulin filling 
factory. Our team members are from eight different countries.

The MSc programme is taken over 12 months full time. You will be taught via a range of methods including 
lectures, workshops, seminars and practical sessions in the laboratories. Delivery of the course will be from 
leading academics as well as experts from related industries.  There are timetabled activities as well as time 
for personal study and group work. Assessments will take place throughout the course and will include written 
assignments, presentations, posters and a closed examination. The largest assessment will be your research 
project.



Industry Links 
The Green Chemistry Centre of Excellence has links with 
numerous industrial companies including Proctor & Gamble, 
Infineum, GSK and Unilever. Such strong collaborations 
provide opportunities for students to work on current, 
real life projects and experience the challenges faced by 
many companies. This provides you with great insight and 
enhances your employability. There may also be site visits 
to experience the application of green chemistry in an 
industrial setting.

My interest in green chemistry was sparked during my BSc project here at 
York, which eventually led me applying to this course. The mix of chemistry, 
its application to industry, with the challenge of sustainability appealed to my 
interests and I found it very engaging throughout. There is such a wide range 
of projects on offer, with innovative and exciting chemistry taking place. Mine 
focused on ‘greening’ the extraction of pectin from waste apple pomace.

As someone who is naturally nervous in public speaking, the regular presentation 
of work in different formats really helped improve my confidence in this area.  
Coming from a chemistry background I found aspects of the course which 
were new to me such as understanding patents, environmental legislation and 
commercialisation interesting. It was great to debate these and other topics with 
peers and tutors. I still find myself using content I learned from the course in my 
current role, as a KTP associate; partaking in a collaborative project between 
academia and industry!
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Student Profile: Sarah Makin

Entry Requirements

The standard academic entry requirement is a minimum of a 2:2 degree (or an overseas equivalent) in a 
chemistry/ science related subject. Students from a range of backgrounds have successfully completed the 
course, including environmental science and biochemistry, although you will need a sound knowledge of organic 
chemistry.

We welcome students from all over the world, and examples of the entry requirements from just a few 
different countries can be seen below. Please note that this is a guide and your application will be subject to 
approval.

China – at least 75%
Chile 5.00/7.00
Italy 100/110
Malaysia 2.8 GPA
Mexico Licenciado/Titulo  7/ 10

Oman B- /2.7/4.0
Saudi Arabia 3.5/5 or 2.8/4
Thailand 3.0/4.0
USA 2.8/4

If your first language is not English, you will need to meet the minimum entry requirements. Full details can be 
found on our web pages: http://www.york.ac.uk/study/postgraduate/apply/english/ 

In addition, the Department of Chemistry offers dedicated English language support to all non-native English 
speakers during the course.



Living in York
The beautiful city of York is situated in the north of England. It has excellent 
transport links to London, Leeds, Manchester and Edinburgh, and is easily 
accessible from major UK airports.  The campus is within walking distance, or a 
short bus ride away from the city centre.

Students live both on and off campus; accommodation is available on campus 
for eligible students who meet the necessary deadlines. There is also plenty of 
private accommodation available around the campus and city centre.

How to Apply 
The MSc begins at the end of September and applications 
are accepted throughout the year. Once we receive all your 
documentation including a personal statement, transcript and 
references, we can process your application. The University aims to 
process applications within six weeks, but it can be much quicker if 
we have all the necessary documents. 

Applications are made online:  
http://www.york.ac.uk/chemistry/postgraduate/taught/#tab-6 

Edinburgh

York

London

Who can I contact for more information?
For all enquiries please contact the Chemistry Graduate Office at chemgrad@york.ac.uk
Tel: 01904 324077/4544
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My main motivation for joining the MSc were two-fold. First, because 
I ended up completing my undergrad part time through the Open 
University, I hadn't done a research project and although the MSc is 
a taught masters, over 50% (100 credits) go on the research project. 
Secondly, I was particularly interested in the green chemistry aspect 
of the course, partially because I believe we can and must do more to 
improve the environmental credentials of the chemical industry, but also 
because I believe it's an area of work that will become more and more 
important and thus open a lot of career doors for me. Right now I'm 
undertaking a PGCE to be a secondary chemistry teacher, but I'm also 
keen to have the option of doing a PhD one day - hence the relevance 
of the significant research project and the up-and-comingness of green 
chemistry as a discipline.

My experience on the course was nothing but positive. You will be exposed to outstanding researchers who are 
supportive, provide top quality teaching and will help guide you through the course. The teaching staff are 
backed up by very helpful admin and technical staff. The green chemistry group as a whole is a great place 
to spend a year because aside from the brand new facilities and excellent support, members of the group are 
friendly and regularly socialise together. I could not recommend this course more strongly.

Student Profile: Stiofán McFadden

Fees and Funding
Many of the students on the course 
fund their own studies; fees are 
payable in instalments to help you 
manage your budget throughout the 
course. We also have some bursaries 
and scholarships to offer to applicants 
which can provide some partial 
financial support. Full details of these 
can be found on our webpages:  
www.york.ac.uk/chemistry/
postgraduate/taught/#tab-5 


